
Supervised Consumption Services (SCS) are an evidence-based public health intervention that provides a safe 
and hygienic space for people to use their substances under the supervision of trained staff. They are part of a 
wider strategy to reduce the negative impacts of drug use, including overdose and death. 

On average, 2 Albertans die every day of opioid overdose and this number continues to increase. Since 2016, 
there have been 18 confirmed fentanyl-related deaths in Medicine Hat—Medicine Hat reports the 5th highest 
rate of hospitalization related to overdose in the country for cities under 100,000 people. 

SCS save lives through the prevention of overdose and overdose deaths. They have also been demonstrated 
to reduce public drug use, discarding of drug use supplies in public spaces and transmission of disease. In 
addition, SCS do not increase crime in the areas where they are implemented. They reduce pressure on first 
responders (EMS, fire and police) and local hospitals and increase access to treatment and other health and 
social services.
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FEEDBACK FROM THE COMMUNITY

The Medicine Hat Coalition on Supervised Consumption (MHCSC), chaired by HIV Community Link, 
has led a comprehensive needs assessment and community engagement process since 2017. MHCSC 
includes representation from Alberta Health Services, the City of Medicine Hat, Medicine Hat Police 
Service (MHPS), Medicine Hat College, the University of Calgary, Cummings School of Medicine and 
community-based organizations and service providers.

If you would like to learn more, please contact supervisedconsumption@hivcl.org or (587) 393-4095



SCS WILL BE LOCATED AT 502 SOUTH 
RAILWAY STREET 

Possible locations were evaluated based on the above 
feedback, as well as data on opioid-related EMS responses, 
provincial data on opioid-related overdose deaths and drug 
related crime provided by the MHPS. 

As a result, services in Medicine Hat will be located at 502 
South Railway Street. Program plans include an integrated 
care model with an outreach team, safety through 
environmental design, and proactive problem solving with 
neighbours and other stakeholders.

HIV Community Link is committed to working with the City 
of Medicine Hat, the community and the other members 
of the MHCSC to respond to feedback and adjust service 
delivery if needed.

Feedback from people engaged also indicated 
that it is important to choose a location based 
on where drug use is known to occur, consider 
impact to the surrounding community, plan for 
the management of client behaviours before 
and after they have used the service, and to 
consider proximity to facilities where youth and 
families are in attendance. 

Medicine Hat residents, including people who use 
substances, business owners, elected officials and service 
providers shared thoughtful and diverse feedback. Overall, 
there is general acknowledgment that SCS are an important 
and needed intervention to respond to the ever-growing 
overdose crisis in the community.

If you would like to learn more, please contact supervisedconsumption@hivcl.org or (587) 393-4095


